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lishing  its position as  such.     No fiction which   CHAP
presumes that the  man George V., as  King of    vni
England and as King of South Africa, is two legal
persons, would have kept the facts from coming to
this issue.    In matters of peace and war, the first,
greatest and most  comprehensive  of   all   public
interests.   South Africans  are  subject  in fact as
well as in law to a Government which exists, not
in  Pretoria  nor   in   Capetown,   but in  London,
And   so  it is  with  Canada., Australia, and New
Zealand.    It is  in London and not at  Ottawa,
Melbourne   or   Wellington   that   their   ultimate
destiny is  made or  marred.    The  institution of
one   hereditary   president,   in   whose   name   all
laws  are ordained  and  executed, will work only
so long as their governments recognize that the
Dominion, though  a nation, is not a state, but
only a part of one wider Commonwealth, to the
general Government of which, rather than to them-
selves, their peoples are amenable in questions of
peace and war.    They  may  manage  their own
domestic affairs, regulate their commerce, create
forces by land and sea, and do anything they please,
short of attempting to handle for themselves the
ultimate issues of national life and death.    Those
issues, the moment they are raised, must be left to
a Government in which they have no more voice
than the peoples of India, of Egypt, or of Fiji.    So
far as the first, last and greatest  of all national
interests is concerned they are not self-governing
Dominions.    They are simply dependencies, and
no  thinking man   can  face  this conclusion   and
yet   believe that communities   like Canada and
Australia can long continue to accept that position.